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WE STRONGLY CONDEMN CONTINUOUS
BRUTALITY AGAINST FREEDOM OF SPEECH
IN BELARUS
MEMO 98 supports the statement by of major Slovak media on the kidnapping of Raman Protasevich
by Lukashenka's regime

MEMO 98 fully supports condemnatory statement signed today by editors-in-chief of major
Slovak media on yet another in a series of attacks by the Belarusian regime against
journalists and freedom of speech in the country.

We stand by our Belarusian colleagues

Our colleague Raman Pratasevich was pulled off a flying plane on the pretext that there was a bomb
on board. Belarusian dictator Alexander Lukashenko was so keen to lock him up that he sent a
fighter jet into the air and forced a Ryanair civilian plane not to fly to Vilnius but to make an
emergency landing in Minsk. Raman Pratasevich now faces torture, a long prison sentence and
possibly the death penalty. Only because he wanted to write the truth about Belarus.

Belarus's largest online newspaper tut.by did not write what suited Lukashenko. He simply shut
them down. They blocked a website that was visited by more than three million Belarusians, many
editors ended up in prison and five journalists are missing.

A free media is a guarantee of freedom and democracy. That is why the autocrats want to silence
them. We, too, remember what it is like. That is why we stand with our Belarusian colleagues today
and call on the representatives of Slovakia, but also of the European Union, to do everything they
can to protect and rescue them.
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MEMO 98 has carried out media monitoring ahead of the Belarusian presidential election in August
2020, you can read the results here. We will publish the results of the media monitoring carried out
throughout spring 2021 soon.

MEMO 98 sa plne pripája k odsudzujúcemu vyhláseniu šéfredaktorov najdôležitejších
slovenských médií k ďalšiemu zo série atakov bieloruského režimu voči novinárom a
slobode slova v krajine. 

Stojíme pri bieloruských novinároch

Nášho kolegu Ramana Prataseviča stiahli z letiaceho lietadla pod zámienkou, že na palube sa
nachádza bomba. Bieloruský diktátor Alexandr Lukašenko ho tak veľmi chcel zavrieť, že vyslal do
vzduchu stíhačku a prinútil civilné lietadlo spoločnosti Ryanair, aby neletelo do Vilniusu, ale núdzovo
pristálo v Minsku. Ramanovi Pratasevičovi teraz hrozí mučenie, dlhé väzenie a možno aj trest smrti.
Iba preto, že chcel písať pravdu o Bielorusku.

Najväčšie bieloruské internetové noviny tut.by nepísali, čo sa Lukašenkovi hodilo. Jednoducho ich
vypol. Zablokovali stránku, na ktorú chodili viac ako tri milióny Bielorusov, mnohí redaktori skončili
vo väzbe a päť novinárov je nezvestných.

Slobodné médiá sú zárukou slobody a demokracie. Preto ich chcú autokrati umlčať. Aj my si
pamätáme, aké to je. Preto dnes stojíme pri našich bieloruských kolegoch a vyzývame predstaviteľov
Slovenska, ale aj Európskej únie, aby urobili všetko, čo môžu, na ich ochranu a záchranu.
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MEMO 98 uskutočnilo v Bielorusku mediálny monitoring pred prezidentskými voľbami v auguste
2020, výsledky si môžete prečítat tu. Onedlho zverejníme aj výsledky monitoringu z jari 2021.
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